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Monday

W/C 7th
December

See if you can spot
the festive windows
around the schools as
you drop and collect
the children. ☺

W/C 14th
December

Class Christmas
Cards to be handed
out (after quarantine)
If you would like to
give a card/small gift
to a member of staff,
please bring on
Monday to quarantine
for the staff member
to take home on
Friday.
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Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Any children wanting to
give out Christmas Cards
– they must be handed to
their class teacher on this
day for quarantine (FOR
OWN CLASS ONLY THIS
YEAR PLEASE)

Your child’s class
Christmas message
will be uploaded to
Class Dojo during
this week.

AM – Santa visiting
Nursery children.
Nursery BIRTHDAY
parties from half term to
January 1st. Birthday
children can come in party
clothes.
6PM - TMET Virtual
Christmas Concert. Link
on social media. Enjoy
from your sofas.

Friday
CHRISTMAS
JUMPER DAY!
‘Feeling Festive’ – no
pressure for an expensive
single use jumper. Can you
wear tinsel? Make a fun
headband?

AM – Santa visiting
classrooms giving a
small gift for each
child.
Christmas Dinner!
Reception- Yr6
Birthday Parties!
(those who’s birthday
has been since Oct h/t,
may come in their party
clothes)

King Richard III
Year 2 had a very exciting virtual visitor in their classrooms last week!
As we couldn’t get out to visit the King Richard the III Visitor Centre, as
part of our sticky curriculum topic, we organised to bring the centre into
our classrooms through video calling. An expert called Rachel, who
works at the visitor centre, shared lots of exciting information about King
Richard III including; things that happened in his life, how he died and
how his remains were discovered, in a car park, in Leicester in 2012.
The children got to see all the weapons that were on display at the
centre and Rachel explained how they would have been made and used
in a battle. She also showed us the suit of armour that would’ve been
worn and told us lots of interesting facts about it.
We learnt that King Richard III went in battle at Bosworth Battlefield with
Henry Tudor to fight for rights to the throne as they both wanted to be
King. We discovered that when his remains were found, in 2012, King
Richard had eight head wounds, two of which were critical and would’ve
killed him instantly.
The children in Year 2 loved having the opportunity to ask an expert lots
of questions and learn more about the history of Royals.

Your child will bring home a
small gift they have made
in school. Please place the
gift bag under tree ready for
25th Dec!
Keep an eye on class dojo
for phase assemblies to be
uploaded!
Non-uniform/play games
and relax with friends day.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Staff Computing Professional Development
(Session 2!)
This week, the Computing Champions (Miss Hill & Miss Bowe), delivered
further professional development to the Kestrel Mead teachers and teaching
assistants. It was an interactive session in which staff were able to explore
some of the core principals within Computer Science. As a school, we are
working hard to develop our Computing within the curriculum to ensure all
children feel equipped for not only secondary school, but also the everchanging technological world and future employers.
This session introduced staff to a variety of ways in which we can teach
children to design algorithms (a set of clear instructions) and how to read and
write code (the language of computers). We explored the ‘Big 3’ principals of
programming which feature within the National Curriculum objectives:
sequence, repetition and selection and staff had lots of opportunity to explore
and apply this knowledge within Scratch (an online platform enabling children to
create their own interactive stories, games and animations through
programming).
The staff engagement was brilliant and our Computing Champions were
extremely impressed with the growth mindset demonstrated by all involved!
Next time we will be looking a little more closely into ‘Digital Literacy’ and how
we can build our children’s knowledge around staying safe within this everevolving, online, interconnected world.
Exciting times ahead,
Miss Hill & Miss Bowe 😊

Kestrel’s Window Displays…
We have decided to create window displays this
year with a festive Christmas theme as a way of
sharing with you all some seasonal cheer at the
end of a really difficult year. The windows will
be fully dressed by Friday 4th December so
please make sure you take some time to look at
the different displays on all outwards facing
windows at both buildings. We are hoping this
will become an annual event and eventually we
will be giving the likes of Harrods some
competition!

TMET Christmas Hug…

Wellbeing Update
The Key Stage two children have taken part in a wellbeing survey. Interestingly, it shows an increase in the
children’s metacognition. Metacognition is the awareness and understanding of their own thought
processes. It also showed a small increase in the children’s anxiety. This is something we will continue to
support through our PSHE sessions, R time and wellbeing activities. R time sessions offer children the
opportunity to share with others, developing active listening skills and responding to others.

What is Votes 4 Schools?
Votes 4 Schools discuss topics relevant in our wider world. It allows children to keep informed about issues
going on around them such as the American election. Children are presented with a question each week
which allows them to express their opinion, develop their knowledge and understand and to use their
speaking and listening skills.
Throughout the week the children will learn a bit more about the topic and at the end of the week they will
have the opportunity to debate the question and build up their confidence to express their own voice and
reasoning. Each child then makes their final vote which is logged on the website. Each week the previous
weeks table of results for the school and for the UK can be seen to compare our thoughts to others.

Take what tokens you need to get to
Christmas…

Academy
Council Meeting
On Tuesday night
the Academy
Council met to
discuss the school
improvement plan
and how the
school are
meeting the
difficulties we are
facing.
Thank you to all of
the Academy
Council for their
time, commitment
and unwavering
support.

