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Staffing updates
As the term draws to a close we are sharing some staffing updates;
Mr Hansen, one of our Vice Principals who is based at the infant site, is leaving us at Easter.
He has been part of the team for just over 3 years and is taking up his next adventure as
Headteacher at Hazel Primary. We hope that he takes his learnings from Kestrels to enrich
the lives of more Leicester children. He has taken a lead on attendance and maths during
his time here and many of you will have seen him come rain or shine on the infant gate.
Maths will now be led by Mrs J Hill and Attendance by Mrs Newnham. We will appoint to
the role of VP in the Autumn term. If you see him, be sure to wish him luck in his final week
at Kestrel Mead. Good luck Mr Hansen!
Mrs Goulding, our Phase 1 and Early English Leader begins her maternity leave at Easter.
Miss S Hart has been appointed as the temporary phase leader and Miss L Bickley will take
English as a whole until Mrs Goulding’s return. Wishing you luck with the imminent arrival
of your baby Mrs Goulding.

Kestrel Mead are holding their first ever Easter Egg competition. Can you create your
own Easter egg at home? This could be coloured in Easter egg and drawing, it could be
created from pictures or it could be created out of objects! Be creative! The list is
endless! Please post your completed entries onto class dojo by Wednesday 24th March
so we can choose the winners!! The winners will be announced on Friday on our class
dojo and twitter site!! Good Luck!
Easter Homework Challenges
The Easter holidays are quickly approaching and we have created an Easter
challenge sheet for the holiday homework. These activities are designed to
celebrate both Easter and spring
arriving as a family, with four
practical, hands-on challenges.
Teachers will be posting these
sheets to Class Dojo on Friday
26th March. Could you please
post the photos and videos of
your completed challenges to
Class Dojo.

BREAKING NEWS!
After Easter we will be launching our Accelerated reader incentive scheme at the Juniors.
This scheme will promote a love of reading, increase the children’s reading minutes and
their understanding of the books they read. Next week the teachers will be sharing a
video with the children explaining how it will all work. I will also pop this on the main
school dojo page for parents to watch. Reading is such an important part of life and we
hope that you will join us on our Accelerated reader journey and encourage your
children to read more and quiz more. Look out for the message in next weeks newsletter
explaining it all!
Miss Bickley 😊
English
Thank you to everyone who has returned any reading books this
week. If you haven’t please have a search around the house to see if
you can spot any hiding anywhere, our libraries are starting to look
fuller!

Mother’s day afternoon
We had a lot of fun last Friday creating cards and different crafts
to celebrate Mother’s Day. We enjoyed spending time together
as a class and reconnecting with each other, our creative . It was
so lovely to see everyone joining together to celebrate the
mother figures in their lives. We hope you had a lovely
mothering Sunday and enjoyed spending special time together
as a family. 😊

World Book Day 2021
We had great fun on World Book Day this year.
Lots of our staff donned a mask to take part in
Kestrel Mead does ‘The Masked Reader.’ We
hope you enjoyed trying to guess who was
behind the mask and listening to different
stories. It was so wonderful to hear about all
your favourite books and the pictures you
created of them. Did you manage to spot any
books in windows? 😊
All children received their book tokens last
week, we can’t wait to see the books you get.
😊

It is wonderful to see so many of our
community using bikes and scooters to travel
to school! It eases the congestion around the
school buildings and keeps everyone fit and
healthy. PLEASE remember to wear a bike
helmet when you are riding your bike or
scooter to school- this is a very important part
of your bike kit. Please also remember to
walk your bike off the school grounds before
you ride it. We have lots of young children
arriving at the juniors to collect older siblings
and we do not want anyone to get hurt.
Thank you.

Thank you to the adults that
are wearing their masks on
school grounds daily

It is incredibly important you
are supervising your children
and their siblings on the
playground at the end of the
day. No children should be
running up and down the
muga steps or down the ramp
at the junior building. For
COVID and safety reasons they
should be with you at all times.

Reconnection Curriculum
Nursery & Reception
It has been an absolute joy filling our classrooms with enthusiastic learners again! We
have had SO much fun interacting with our friends, exploring our environments,
expressing ourselves creatively and showing our teachers just how much we learnt
during remote learning! Our teachers have woven the 5 R’s throughout our curriculum to
ensure that we have every opportunity to reconnect, regroup and support one another.

Year 1 and 2
We have all had a wonderful time being welcomed back to school. The children are
smiling, laughing and chatting again. They are thoroughly enjoying spending time in the
continuous provision playing, whilst building their language skills, sharing, creativity and
problem-solving skills. The children have been applying their taught skills to their learning
in the classroom and have shown us all the hard work they put in at home! We have
enjoyed exploring in Science, asking some ‘I wonder...’ questions and experimenting with
colours and paints in art. The children cannot wait to continue showing their artistic skills
in the next part of our curriculum.

Year 3 and 4
We are really enjoying connecting with our friends and teachers again in the classroom
and on the playground. It has been so lovely to see lots of happy smiles and hear the
excited sounds of children learning again. We are embracing Learnful with Jo Bradley and
topping up our ‘toolkits’ with useful strategies to help us to be more mindful throughout
the day. The children’s friendships and relationships are flourishing as they spend time
with their friends and teachers; talking, laughing and smiling. Our reconnection
curriculum is also allowing the children to showcase what they have learnt over
lockdown, investigate it and then apply it in different ways. New novels are being
explored with astonishment and writing skills applied through holiday brochures and
descriptions, Boudicca’s rebellion is being re-enacted, animal nutrition fact files are being
created and stamina and resilience in P.E. is being tested! It is amazing to see what has
been happening over lockdown so thank you for all your hard work!

Year 5 and 6
Since returning to school, years 5 and 6 have loved spending time with their friends and
reconnecting. They have settled back into school beautifully and have shown all of their
character muscles since being back. It has been lovely to see their smiles, hear their stories
and spend time together as a class. Our focus for the next three weeks is allowing children
to share their learning from lockdown and to apply this to new problems. Year 5 have been
continuing their novel Kensuke’s Kingdom, whilst year 6 have been busy studying Trash. It
has been great to incorporate drama into our lessons to support our writing and to work
together to solve a variety of problems in maths. In the afternoons, our lessons have
focused on RE, Equality and PHSE, Science, Sticky Curriculum and PE, with time for some
much-needed relationship building on Fridays.

